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Lake Shawnee News 

              November/December 2018 Volume 11 Issue 11/12 

Highlights: 
 
Nov. 3rd Fall Clean Up 
 9:00am 
 
Nov. 10th Texas  
          Hold’em  7:00pm        
 
Nov. 16th Pallet  
          Painting 7:00pm 
 
Nov. 18th Gift Making 
          Workshop 
          1:00pm-3:00pm 

Message From The President 

              NOVEMBER/DECEMBER, 2018 
 
Now that we are a two-month edition, I have to hit it all!  So, on behalf of our Board 
of Governors a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah to all 
our Members and their families.  

Great job by our Social Committee on another successful Trunk or Treat; we actually 
had nice weather!  Thank you to the Matrisciano's for all their hard work at our  
annual Beer Tasting - a good time was had by all.   

You may have seen the new sign installed at White's Cove designating Al's Landing.  
Thank you to all who donated to the cost and to all those who helped get it installed.    

One of our beloved shade trees at First Beach had a pretty good size limb come down.  
We are having all the trees trimmed at First and will have an arborist come to advise 
us on the health & condition of the trees.  We would hate to lose them! 

A reminder - we have our Fall Clean-up scheduled for Saturday, November 3rd.  Light 
breakfast at 8:30 am, we start work at 9 am.  If you have some time to lend a hand, 
our fall clean up goes quickly as there isn’t as much work to do compared to our spring 
clean up.  Your volunteerism helps to reduce our expenses.  We will have tickets  
available for anyone who volunteers to enter into our free membership raffle which is 
drawn after our spring work day.   

Are you getting your home ready for the East vs. West "Great Light Fight" Holiday 
Decorating contest? Can't wait to see all the creativity our lake has to offer! 

During the month of December, we start the nomination process for our Board of 
Governors.  All five officers’ positions and four Board positions are up for election.  If 
anyone is interested in running for any Club Officer or Board position, they should 
contact the Club Office no later than December 31st.  If there are any challengers to 
any position, interviews will be scheduled by our nominating committee chair.  

I know it is hard to think about it now but as our lake starts to freeze and ices over 
this winter, we ask that all who venture out to please use good common sense. We 
post ice safety rules on our website to reference, but it is up to each person to be  
responsible for their own safety.  All who use the ice and lake for recreational  
activities do so at their own risk.  Please educate your children as well not to venture 
out without adult supervision.  

 

Enjoy your holidays! 

Eric Wilsusen     

Club President    ericwilsusen@lakeshawneeclub.org 



 

The Lake Shawnee Clubhouse is located at 4 West Shawnee Trail Wharton NJ 07885 

 For Club Business and Rentals please contact our Office Manager, 

Lisa Peter at 973-663-1307 or officemanager@lakeshawneeclub.org 

The Office is open during the hours of 8:30am-12pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

CLUB HOUSE RENTALS 

Rates and Terms 

Members only 

Full Day Rental: $170 
Any day of the week 

 Half Day Rental: $85.00 

Mon-Fri Only 

Daytime Rentals end at 5pm 

Evening Rentals begin at 6pm 

 A deposit of $175 and a signed  
agreement are required to  

secure your rental date. 

Call 973-663-1307 

                                        Board Meetings are held on the first Friday of every month.  
                                                                     All members welcome!! 
                                      Visit our website frequently for the most up to date information:                 
                                                                  www.lakeshawneeclub.org 

                                www.facebook.com/groups/lakeshawneeclub Page 2 

Board of  Governors 

Officers 
President   Eric Wilsusen   663-0596 
Executive VP                 Vince Matrisciano  663-5964 
Membership VP Milt Felter   663-1565 
Treasurer  Marc Sanderson               663-2821 
Secretary  Kristeen McConnon        769-0551  
 

Members At Large 
Jeff Keith  663-4230 
Jim Beyel  663-5131 
Dina Troha  663-6737 
Al Gazdalski  663-4698 
Al Pichieri                      663-5428  
Lise Meisner  663-4553 
Bill Carroll                     945-9310 
Christine Cumberton 557-3845 

 
Property Maintenance Chairs: 
First Beach   Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Club House  Lise Meisner  663-4553 
Second Beach  Bill Carroll            234-5413  
Third Beach   Al Gazdalski  663-4698 
White’s Cove   Al Pichieri  663-5428 
Beaver Cove  Milt Felter  663-1565 
North End  Milt Felter  663-1565 
South End/Dam             Eric and Vince 
  

Commi ee Chairs:  
Swim Team   Bill Szekula       201-874-1254 
Social Committee Dina Troha  663-6737 
Fishing Committee Peter Lyden  557-3845 
Membership  Milt Felter  663-1565 
Summer Night Patrol  Eric Wilsusen  663-0596 
Lake Ecology   Jeff Keith  663-4230  
Life Guards   Kristen Iaconetti 
LSC News Editor           Kristeen McConnon      769-0551 
 
lsnews@lakeshawneeclub.org  
 
Newspaper Deadline 15th of the month prior to printing. 
Interested in placing an ad in the LSC News go to  
www.lakeshawneeclub.org/clubhouse.html 



 

 The first Thanksgiving was held in the autumn of 1621 and included 50 Pilgrims 
and 90 Wampanoag Indians and lasted three days. Many historians believe that 
only five women were present at that first Thanksgiving, as many women settlers 
didn't survive that difficult first year in the U.S. 

 Thanksgiving didn't become a national holiday until over 200 years later! Sarah 
Josepha Hale, the woman who actually wrote the classic song “Mary Had a  
Little Lamb,” convinced President Lincoln in 1863 to make Thanksgiving a  
national holiday, after writing letters for 17 years campaigning for this to  
happen. 

 No turkey on the menu at the first Thanksgiving: Historians say that no turkey 
was served at the first Thanksgiving! What was on the menu? Deer or venison, 
ducks, geese, oysters, lobster, eel and fish. They probably ate pumpkins, but no 
pumpkin pies. They also didn't eat mashed potatoes or cranberry relish, but they 
probably ate cranberries. And no, Turduckens (a turkey stuffed with a duck 
stuffed with a chicken) were nowhere to be found during that first Thanksgiving. 

 Thanksgiving is the reason for TV dinners! In 1953, Swanson had so much extra 
turkey (260 tons) that a salesman told them they should package it onto alumi-
num trays with other sides like sweet potatoes — and the first TV dinner was 
born! 

 Thanksgiving was almost a fast — not a feast! The early settlers gave thanks by 
praying and abstaining from food, which is what they planned on doing to cele-
brate their first harvest, that is, until the Wampanoag Indians joined them and 
(lucky for us!) turned their fast into a three-day feast! 

 Why is Thanksgiving the fourth Thursday in November? President Abe Lincoln 
said Thanksgiving would be the fourth Thursday in November, but in 1939  
President Roosevelt moved it up a week hoping it would help the shopping season 
during the Depression era. It never caught on and it was changed back two years 
later. 

 The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1924 with 400 employees marching 
from Convent Ave to 145th street in New York City. No large balloons were at 
this parade, as it featured only live animals from Central Park Zoo. 

 How did the tradition of watching football on Thanksgiving start? The NFL  
started the Thanksgiving Classic games in 1920 and since then the Detroit Lions 
                   and the Dallas Cowboys have hosted games on Turkey Day. In 2006,  
                         a third game was added with different teams hosting. 

                                Wild turkeys can run 20 miles per hour when they are scared,  
                                   but domesticated turkeys that are bred are heavier and can't 
                                    run quite that fast. 
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Summary of the Lake Shawnee Club Board Meetings 

 
September 7, 2018 

 

The Social Committee reported on recent events including the Kids’ Biathlon/Color War and the Surf n Turf with a  
rescheduled Movie Night following. Upcoming events include the Dog Walk on Sept. 22nd.  The Social Committee is 
currently looking for a new chairperson.            

It was noted that boats were having trouble with weeds at North End and other areas.  Weather had been an issue and 
weeds that were normally on the bottom rose due to an increase in oxygen.  Surveys of the lake were completed to  
examine the problem. 

Summer Night Security is done, and it was an uneventful summer.  

Lifeguards and Summer Security finished their season on Labor Day.  It was noted that it was a very light summer, 
especially due to the weather.        

It was reported that the Swim Team finished the season as Champions of the Small Lakes Division and as the winner of 
the league’s Sportsmanship Award.  Coach Jamie Brieten and Coach Jodi Bunda did a fantastic job leading the “Tribe” 
in a successful season.         

It was determined that the bushes at White’s Cove were cut down by the beavers.  It was reported that the new Al’s 
Landing sign was installed at White’s Cove. 

The Board continues to move forward with the proposed Clubhouse renovation project. 

The Snack Shack closed for the season with a final profit of $503.   

 
October 12, 2018                

There was a report of tree damage at First Beach.  A tree company cleaned up the mess and will come back to trim 
some other dead branches.  An arborist will be contacted to survey the tree and any others on Club properties to deter-
mine if they need to be trimmed or removed.   

The Club’s email account had an issue in mid-September, which has been resolved.   

It was noted that although she sold her primary residence in Lake Shawnee, Ms. Lisa Peter will remain Office Manager.  
She and husband Glen plan to travel through the winter and and Ms. Carolyn Sior will continue to serve in the interim.   

The Social Committee noted upcoming events including Beer Tasting, Trunk or Treat and the Social Committee  
planning meeting on Nov 6th 

It was reported that the lake was in great shape this year thanks to our contractor from Solitude.  July was our biggest 
hit; milfoil continued to be a problem, especially where water sits.  Although there was a treatment at the end of  
August, by Labor Day there were areas with heavy weeds.  It was noted that the filamentous algae must be treated 
when it happens; it was our biggest issue because it gets hung up on still spots.  We ended the season with no further 
treatments.  They did remove some lilies, which are easy to treat but conditions need to be right.     

 Bids have been obtained for the upcoming Clubhouse renovation, as well as for tree removal needed in preparation for 
the project.  The Board discussed the delay in the start time for the project, the time line for construction and the  
impact on rentals.  There was also a discussion on repairs needed on the Clubhouse due to the delay in the project  
including window and roof repairs.  
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Monthly Card Night! 
Tuesday, November 13th & December 11th  

at 6:30pm  
We will be starting a monthly Hand & Foot card game. 

Easy Game!  Beginners are welcome! 
Please contact Karen at (973) 663-3562 to sign up. 

Tables of four are preferred, so please call  
ahead of time. 

 
. 

 
Baby and Me Playgroup 
Meet every Friday at 10:30am  

 Pre-K and under 
Contact Chris White at 973-255-9326  

if you plan to attend. 

 
Lake Shawnee Book Club 

If you’d like information or to join  
please contact Pat Reis. 

973-449-8606 or patreis@optonline.net. 
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Texas Hold ‘em 
November 10th  

Registration begins at 7pm-Play starts at 7:30pm  
The cost is $15 per person and includes refreshments.  

Even if you’ve never played before, come on out and learn,  
We have beginners each time -  

we’ll even show you how to play! 

NEWS UPDATE! 

We would like to offer a new section to our members 

Offering Congratulations, Condolences, Get Well Wishes, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Graduations, Birth Announcements, Engagements,  

Weddings, etc. to friends and family in Lake Shawnee. 

We hope to include this new section in the next edition of the Lake  Shawnee 
News.   

We are also in search of old photos for our Archives  Page.   

If you have any submission, please contact tamc2428@gmail.com  

Deadline Dec.15th for Jan./Feb. edition  

 
 

Pallet Painting  
Friday, November 16th at 7:00pm  

Go to Paintnpallet.com.  Look for the tab FIND YOUR PARTY,  
Find Lake Shawnee Painting Party.  

You will then view and choose your design selection.  
You will be signing up and paying on line.   
There is a limit to 20 people for this party.  

Any questions please contact Lisa 973-879-6168 

 

                                               LAKELAND SENIORS 
                                                   Meetings for November are on Tuesdays 13th and 27.  
                                Just one meeting in December on the 11th.  New members are always welcome! 

                Trip to Sands Casino on the second Monday of the month.  Call Emily at 973-663-1294 for details. 

                Wishing all our members, past members and future members a blessed and joyous holiday season! 
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“NEW” Gift Making Workshop 
Sunday November 18th from 1pm – 3pm  

 
Create 8 customized gifts using 100% pure 

 therapeutic grade essential oils & all  
natural ingredients.   

Make 4 Scrubs, 2 Aroma Stone Charms  
& 2 5ml Dropper bottles with your  

essential oil Blend of Choice.   
The Cost is $25 per person.   

Light Snacks will be served…BYOB.  
RSVP Dina Troha at 973-663-6737  
or dina@lakesideapothecary.com.   

Follow me on Facebook @ Lakeside Apothecary 

  

          HELP WANTED 

Lake Shawnee club is looking for es mates for 
the winter to plow the First beach parking lot, 
clubhouse parking lot, and shovel the  
clubhouse entrances and deck. 

If you have any ques ons, please call 973‐663‐
1307/or email the clubhouse officemanag‐
er@lakeshawneeclub.org. Or leave an  
in the mail box by the club office door. 



 

 
  

            ABLE 

       TREE SERVICE 
                                                 Tree removal - pruning - stump removal   
                                                Hedge trimming - 24 hour emergency service 
                                        Storm Damage - Land Clearing - Crane Service Available 
                                                   Free estimates - No job too big or too small 
                                                                                 Firewood 

                                                 Fully insured - Residential - Commercial 

                                                           10% off any job $300.00 or  more 

                                              973-713-8488 
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  Est. in Lake Shawnee since 1990 

 

Ice Safety   Outdoor ice sports and activities can be safe and enjoyable, but there is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice. 
Anyone who spends time near the ice should first determine the ice conditions, and then take precautions to stay safe. 
Preventing Ice Accidents 
Follow these guidelines to avoid accidents when on or near ice: 
Check the ice thickness before going out. To be safe, ice should be solid and at least 4 inches thick.  
Remember, the ice may not be the same thickness over the entire area of a lake or pond. 
Test ice thickness by using a chisel, cordless drill or ice auger. 
Be safe—the more people on the ice, the thicker it should be. Use ice on smaller, shallower and slower-moving bodies of 
water for ice activities, it is usually more solid. 
Look for objects sticking up through the ice and mark them as hazards. 
Do not go out on ice that has recently frozen, thawed and then frozen again. This happens in the spring and early winter 
as temperatures change often. Wait until the outside temperature has been below freezing long enough that at least 4 inch-
es of solid ice forms over the entire area.  Always stay with at least one other person. 
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Shawnee Seniors Club 

 Meet every other Wednesday at 1pm  
at the clubhouse.   

The club is open to all Seniors Age 55 and older.   
Coffee and snacks will be served. 

 

Need help with chemistry??   

I can help!  I have helped a number of local high 
school and college students with their chemistry stud-
ies in the past.  If interested, give me a call and we can 
set up a study plan to fit your needs.  Start early, so 
you won’t get lost in the subject matter.  Chemistry 
gets more difficult to comprehend as the school year 
progresses.  Thank you, Al Gazdalski (973-663-4698) 

!  

                                                                

                                                              Oil Tank Protection: 

As a suggestion, check with your local heating oil or furnace service provider as to protective oil tank con-
tainers.  These are rigid plastic container tubs that protect the metal oil tank from the elements.  They help 
protect against “ oil gel “ causes by cold temperatures, and keep the rain and snow off the tank.  Also; in 
the event of tank failure, the protective container will hold the oil, preventing an environmental issue.  I 
had one installed a few years ago, if you would like to see.  Thank you, Al Gazdalski (973-663-4698) 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Have something to sell or trying to clean house? 

Post your items free in the  

Lake Shawnee News Trading Post,  

Delivered to over 500 Lake Shawnee homes.   

Contact tamc2428@gmail.com to  

Include your items in the next edition. 

Deadline Dec.15th for our Jan./Feb. edition 
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Baby Sitter List 
      Name                           Age              Phone     

Breanna Carman           16           479-8743 

Jaclyn McConnon *      18           769-0551 

Madelyn McConnon *  20           769-0551 

Tracey Munson +          17   862-432–8329 

Kyra Sparks  +              16           409-4998 

Karly  Wilsusen *         19           663-0596 

 

      * CPR Lifeguard certified 

   + Red Cross certified 



 

 

 

                                                     

  92 W Shawnee Tr. 

Wharton NJ 07885 

    973-663-1070 

anne@smallworld-travel.com 

 
 Septic Systems 

Pumped • Cleaned • Repaired • Installed     

*Neighborhood and Senior Discounts Available* 
Free septic tank evaluation with every pumping. 

 Aaron    Competitor Coupons Accepted 
Septic Service, LLC               973-663-6058                
www.aaronexcavating.com 
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Cruising and Disney are two favorite vacations. 

Planning way in advance is a good idea as they are  
both very popular. Give us a call, we can help you plan 
a great vacation. 
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Volunteering Helps Everyone 
 
Do you or someone you know need experience working in media (print, digital or social)? Or experience 
in leading teams? Maybe business administration? The Lake Shawnee Club has many volunteer oppor-
tunities to help you build your resume, particularly for high school and college students and those look-
ing to get back into the workforce. Many colleges and employers are looking for hands on experience be-
fore they accept you, volunteering is a great way to get that experience while helping your community 
at the same time. Or maybe you’ve “been there, done that, now retired” and just want to keep busy. 
Whatever your situation, we need volunteers and have an immediate need for content contributors for 
our paper and someone to lead our well established Social Committee. Other possible areas include: web 
site maintenance, office help, and advertising coordinator. Call the club office or talk to any Board 
Member for more info. We look forward to working with you! Remember, volunteerism keeps our costs, 
and your dues, down!" 
 
 
Thanks 
Matrisciano Lake Shawnee Club 
Exec. Vice President 
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